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The Palmetto Society recognizes individuals who make annual contributions of $1,000 or more to the United Way campaign.  Last year 3,247 generous donors gave at this level contributing $5,723,033.

In order to target specific groups within our community, United Way has developed three subgroups of the Palmetto Society.  The goal in creating these groups was not only to solicit individuals at the leadership level, but also to get more people involved in philanthropic roles in our community.  Below is a brief description of each group.
African American Leadership

Since it began in 1999, African American Leadership has grown from 39 members contributing $1,000 or more to 136 members in 2006.  Members and prospects are invited to attend an annual Fantastic Event to which they are asked to bring portable fans to donate to senior citizens without cooling during the summer months.  African American Leadership members are also given the opportunity to submit their names to local agencies for consideration for positions on agency boards and committees.

· 136 members

· $187,318 contributed

· 14 new members

Women’s Leadership

Women’s Leadership continues to see positive growth in both members and dollars.  The Women’s Leadership Council is demonstrating not only the growing face of women’s leadership in business but also in giving back to the community.  In 2007, Women’s Leadership will, for the fifth year, couple their philanthropic support with a project to help women in need.  “Wear One, Bring One” is directed at women who are victims of domestic violence.  When a woman leaves her home in crisis, she often leaves with nothing but the clothes she is wearing.  Through this project in previous years, over 500 sets of bras and panties have been collected and given to a local women’s shelter.

· 932 members

· $1,274,413
· 219 new members

Young Philanthropists (YP)

Young Philanthropists are young leaders in our community, age 40 and under, who give $1,000 or more annually through United Way.  The YP’s demonstrate their leadership not only with their monetary generosity but through their annual  “Be a Bunny” project.  In the project’s fourth year, the YP’s secured over 200 Easter baskets for special children in the community.  YP members have also been given the opportunity to submit their names to local agencies for consideration for positions on agency boards and committees.

· 475 members

· $667,305 contributed

· 81 new members

For more information about these groups, call 467.3510 or e-mail Lsloan@unitedwaygc.org.

