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of Greenville County




Your contributions helps individuals, families, and neighborhoods

Here are just a few examples of how you change lives and build community.  
Calvin

      Calvin’s mother passed away five years ago.  He and his sister were placed in foster care when their father was arrested.  He remains incarcerated and has no legal contact with them.  Their aunt and uncle are now raising them as their own.  Calvin and his sister have been through a lot.  Calvin was 7 when his mom died; his sister was 6.  They kept all the hurt inside.  When their aunt and uncle got custody of them, they had a hard time adjusting.  Calvin couldn’t read.  He couldn’t even say his ABCs.  Through one of his teachers, Calvin got enrolled in a United Way-supported after school program.  The next two years were hard and long.  But, today Calvin can read and is a B- student.  If it were not for the after school program, Calvin’s aunt believes that Calvin could have been left behind.  But with the after school program the teachers didn’t give up on Calvin.
“Big Brother” Mark and “little brother” Na’nevise

     Big Brother Mark has been working with his little brother Na’nevise (Neh’Neh) for ten months. During this time, Mark and Neh'Neh have grown extremely close and attend most Big Brother/Big Sister group activities. When Neh’Neh’s mother enrolled her son in the program, she explained that the primary reason for enrolling her son was because he lacked a positive male role model in his life.  
     Mark was born and raised in Greenville. He was recently returning back home after being away for a few years in College and starting his career.  Mark and Neh’Neh’ were paired together in April of 2006. Most match pairs take a few weeks or longer to develop and start showing results. Mark and Neh'Neh immediately began to develop a bond and have become very close and are doing well 10 months later.  Mark usually sees Neh’Neh three to four times a week.  

     They do many different things together. They go to the library on a regular basis to complete homework assignments. They eat out sometimes, go swimming, and catch a sporting event or just hangout and talk.  Mark continues to be a consistent positive influence on his little brother.  
Pleasant Valley Neighborhood

     Pleasant Valley used to be anything but. It was a home for drugs, gangs, drive-bys, poverty and constant crime. Kids had nowhere to play. Parents couldn’t read. Seniors sat alone in their homes. It was no surprise to look out your window and see a group of teenagers with guns in their hands.
     It took the shooting death of a teenager to pull the community together. United Way initiated change by going door-to-door to discover the most pressing needs. It then partnered with local government, local churches, and neighborhood residents to improve the community’s roads and lights and build a police substation and Connection Center for residents of every age.
     Your support of United Way matters.  Through ongoing support of the Pleasant Valley Connection Community Center, residents have access to after-school tutorial programs, senior programs, summer activities, and family learning and literacy programs. Additionally, parents now have opportunities to ensure their children have quality child care while they attend GED classes to help them ultimately secure better jobs.  
     Crime, poverty and murder no longer influence Pleasant Valley. They’ve been replaced by hope, love and opportunity.  

Lynn

     Lynn enrolled in an adult basic education program at Greenville Literacy while working at a textile mill.  As she progressed through the program, she eventually enrolled at Greenville Technical College, where she completed the necessary requirements and earned her GED.  Next came college.  She enrolled at Clemson University and earned her bachelor’s degree in special education.  After earning her masters degree in learning disabilities from Furman University, she returned to Greenville Literacy to volunteer as a one-on-one tutor.  She is now an elementary school teacher in a Greenville County Schools resource class, where she relates directly to her students’ struggles with reading and math skills.  

Sandra
     It was Thanksgiving 2005 when Sandra became homeless. Having been unexpectedly laid off from a good job, Sandra soon realized her money would run out well before all the bills were paid. Facing eviction, she packed up her two sons and headed to an emergency shelter until she could get work and find a place to stay.         

     Through United Way funded programs that partner with area churches to provide families with needed shelter, a host of volunteers sprang into action, welcoming Sandra’s family to one of the twenty Greenville area congregations who share hospitality—home and hope!—with homeless families who have children. A church group brought in home-cooked meals, home-cooked meal.  Teenagers from the church invited the boys to shoot hoops in the gym.  Today Sandra and her boys are living in a duplex apartment, awaiting placement in permanent housing. Sandra now has steady work.  And the boys are doing just fine.  By sticking together, and thanks to your help through United Way, they’re going to make it.

Monty 
     Monty is three years old, and has been coming to the United Way-supported Center Developmental Services (CDS) since he was about 6 months old.  He was born at 26 weeks and was 1 lb. 7 oz. when he was born.  In the NICU, when he was four weeks old, he had a brain bleed (stroke).  That left Monty without use of his right side, and he was also diagnosed with cerebral palsy at that time.  He has a tube that he feeds through, and other medical needs that require him to have special medical care all day long in the Wonder Center, a program of the Children's Hospital that is located at CDS. 
     While he is at CDS during the day, therapists come to get him to work on skills like using his right arm and hand to play with toys and helping him learn to crawl and pull himself up.  By having multiple programs all housed in one facility, Monty and his mom have been able to get comprehensive care without having to travel from place to place.  He and his mother have received help from almost all of the six CDS partner agencies, all made possible by the United Way's support of this collaborative facility and cooperation among service providers.

